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Marceh 25, 1857
To My Fellow {bolitionists:

On behalf of the Undgrground Railroad and the l.gagug of Gilgadites, we
would likeg to comment on the dgcision of the Pred Scott vs. Sanford case. We think
that the deecision about this casg was absurd and unjustified. We feel as though the
Supregme Court has decided something unlawful. Pred Scott was taken to an arga
wherg slavery was illggal thergforg that law also should have appligd to him. lso
the Supreme Court ruled that it was illegal for an frican fAmerican to sug in a
court beecause they werg not considered citizens. Now gvgn though | am a white
descegndant, | still think that what the court said was outragegous and uncalled for.
dlso the comment made by chigf justicg Roger Tangy saying that (dfricans had no
rights, was crossing the ling betweegn regspeet and prejudice.

The Pred Scott case was basgd morg on prejudice instegad of justiceg. Race
divided the ling of fairngss and blinded the ¢yes of thosg who gave judgment.
Becausg of this therg wasn’t a fair case or a fair judgment. Pred Scott was
persgcated for his racg and could not beg judged fairly on what he beligved in.
Instgad heg was criticized and humiliated in the Supreme Court. The “facts” given to
prove his casg was that hg was black and was not considered a citizen. (Jlso it was
said that {dfricans had no rights so thergfore couldn’t sug. These opinions arg what
madg the casg of Pred Scott fail. These opinions arg what anger me because the
“supregme judge” actually considered thgse opinions as gvidgnce to takg away a
man’s fregdom and in this world fregedom is considered a person’s life.

My opinion has begegn swayed to think that the Supreme Court is actually an
uanfair and unjustified court. [ thought a court was supposed to give people a
chaneg to beg hgard no matter who it is and to make a fair judgment on thosg who
would bg rightfully condgmngd and punished for their actions. | sgg now that | was
wrong. {dfrican {Imgricans will now think that what they beligve will not matter
begcausg of an opinion madg by a prejudicg chigf of justice. This matter could
causg morg unngegssarg Rillings of both black and whitg dgegnt and could and
probably would make {Ifrican {Imgricans morg outraged and frustrated then they
alrgady arg.

[ think that this decision should be challgnged and takegn very seriously. If |
werg to challgngg this, | would condemn thosg who choose prejudicially about this
judgment. | would punish them for making thesg shrewd regmarks and pgnalizg
them for their wrong doings. | would trgat thosg whitg bastards like they do their
slavgs and whip them likeg therg was no tomorrow to show thegm how it feels to be
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treated so harshly. If somgong trigd to stop me then death would befall on their
shouldgrs. No ong should gver have to 8o through such humiliation and | will sge
to it that this incident will ngver happen again to any other black slave sggking
fregdom.

We neged to challgngg these gvildogrs because if we don’t they would think
that they could do angthing at that they havg all the power. We nged to show them
who’s in control. They do not havg that high of a powger to invoke whether or not a
person has fregdom and [ for ong will make surg that they never do. If wg can
overthrow them thgn wg can changg the world and their vigws on slavery.

Your Fellow Wbolitionist,

Jobn Brows

John Brown



