
St ar r  t el ls t he st ory of  what  she has t o go t hrough when she 
w it nessed her  best  f r iend Khali l  get  k i l led by a of f icer . She 

is asked m any of  quest ions and holds m em or ies and f lashes 
back  t o t he scene where she is sit t ing on t he ground w it h 

Khali l  in her  arm s. It  also t el ls t he st ory of  how  t here is 
police brut alit y in her  sit uat ion.
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The reader  can now see t he st ruggles t hat  t he m ain 
charact er , St ar , goes t hrough w it h t he invest igat ion of  her  
f r iend get t ing k i l led by t he police, where she get s t o t he point  
where she quest ions herself  int o t alk ing about  t he sit uat ion 
t o ot hers l ike t he police.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The aut hor  is show ing t he change in em ot ion t hrough 
nar rat ion . Also put t ing t he reader  in t he m ain charact er ?s 
shoes and explain ing t he feeling t hat  t he charact er  has 
t owards t he words and t hought s f rom  ot hers.The feeling 
here is confused and angry. For  exam ple when ot her  
charact ers are t alk ing t o t he m ain charact er , i t  st ops t hat  
conversat ion and sw it ches over  t he t he m ain charact er 's 
t hought s or  when she is t alk ing t o herself .
.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
Angie Thom as allows t he reader  
t o not ice t he violence in police 
dur ing t he t im e and t hat  police 
brut alit y plays a big role in 
t hroughout  t he novel f rom  t he 
point  where t he charact ers f r iend 
was pulled over  for  not hing t o 
k i l l ing him  t hen accuse him  of  
doing som et hing t he m ain 
charact er  doesn't  agree w it h.

Com ponent  #1: Nar rat ion

 I swallow. I w ish I 
could say yes, but  I 
don?t  know. On one 
hand, it ?s t he cops . It ?s 
not  l ike I?l l be t ell ing 
just  anybody. On t he 
ot her  hand , i t ?s t he 
cops . One of  t hem  
k il led Khali l . (pg.55)



 Com ponent  #2: Point  Of  View

The aut hor  is let t ing t he reader  
read t he charact er ?s m ind at  t he 
m om ent  when t he charact er  is 
in som e t ype of  fear . By using 
point  of  view , t here is nar rat ion 
going on by t he charact er  is 
have a physical conversat ion 
but  also t alk ing t o herself .

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
Expressing feeling and 
show ing feeling are t wo 
dif ferent  t h ings. In t h is case 
t he charact er  is expressing 
her  feeling by t alk ing t o 
herself  in her  m ind and not  
really show ing t he em ot ions 
she feels at  t he m om ent .

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
It  m akes t he reader  know t hat  she is scared. The reader  is 
exper iencing sit uat ional irony. When we as t he readers 
know what ?s happening but  no so m uch of  t he ot her  
charact ers. I t h ink  t he aut hor  uses sit uat ional irony 
because t here are ot her  t hought s t hat  needed t o be 
m ent ioned so readers can get  a bet t er  underst anding.



 Com ponent  #3: Sent ence-Based 

The aut hor  is just ifying t he 
charact er  t hrough shor t  
sent ences. The shor t  sent ences 
relat e t o t he sam e t opic, but  
t hey are dif ferent  par t s of  t he 
t opic, l ike how t he charact er  is 
t rying t o underst and herself  
and t he ot her  charact ers.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
TThis happens m ore t han once in t he 
book  especially when it  com es t o 
f lashbacks and t he m ain charact er  
expresses her  t hought s and breaks up 
t he sent ences. This is im por t ant  because 
in t h is case, t he charact er  is t rying t o 
explain herself  t o a quest ion t hat  she is 
asked about  her  f r iend being k il led.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
This helps t he reader  know t hat  t here are t hought s beginning 
t o nar rat e in her  head but  not  act ually out loud. The aut hor  is 
allow ing t he reader  t o t ry and st ep int o t he charact er ?s shoes 
int o t rying t o explain herself .

Picture of text /  typed quote goes in 
this space



My Em ulat ion: Hur t  
I?m  quiet . I don?t  hang w it h very big crowds. 1   I?m  happy t h is way, but  m y f r iends t h inks I 
should get  out  m ore especially Rosa.

DING! A t ext  com es t o m y phone. It ?s Rosa.

We st i l l  going out  t onight  r ight ?

I don?t  want  t o reply, but  I know if  I don?t  I?l l  be get t ing a phone call.

BUZZ! BUZZ! BUZZ! There?s t he phone call. I decided t o let  i t  r ing for  a while so it  seem s I 
wasn?t  near  m y phone.I answer  and here goes Rosa.2 

?I know you got  m y t ext .? she says in a f irm  voice.

?I was in t he bat hroom? which was a l ie.

?Well are you st i l l  going or  what ??

?But  Rosa? ?

? Gir l you know how long I?ve wait ed for  you t o go t o t h is par t y w it h m e and you?re not  
gonna back  out  now.?

I give her  a funny look . 3

Rosa l ikes t o have fun. Lot s of  fun and when it  com es t o par t ies she always want s m e t o 
go but  I t el l  her  I?m  busy even t hough I just  sit  at  hom e doing not hing. So t onight  I f inally 
was going t o go t o t h is par t y.

Rosa has a car . A 2004 Toyot a Corolla. It s n ice and all but  she needs a new one. My m om  
and dad doesn?t  know about  t he par t y. I didn?t  t el l  t hem  because I knew t hey would say 
no and t hen t he night  of  t he par t y t hey would st ay hom e t o m ake sure I didn?t  sneak  out . 
But  t onight  I?m  sneak ing out .

It ?s now 8:45pm  and t he par t y st ar t s at  8:00p.m . Rosa is around t he corner  so m y parent s 
won?t  see t he headlight s. I?m  out  and now in t he car .

?Nat alia you got t a t alk  t o ya parent s about  your  f reedom . You 17 and t hey st i l l  t reat ing 
you l ike you 13.?

? Just  go.?

We pull up and t here is a park ing space r ight  in f ront  of  t he house. As we get  out  t he car , 
t here is a f ight  happening and Rosa walks t owards it . I can see m ore t han 7 police  
of f icers.

?Rosa com e back !?

Rosa reaches t o her  back  pocket  for  her  phone and t hen I t he police look  at  
Rosa and pulls out  h is gun as she is reaching. h im . Three shot s are f ired and I 
see Rosa drop t o t he ground .



Annot at ions

1(elem ent  3) This is where t he aut hor  is just ifying t he charact er  
t hrough shor t  sent ences. In t h is case, Nat alia int roducing herself  in 
shor t  sent ences.

2(elem ent  1) This is where I explained how t he aut hor  changes t he 
em ot ion of  t he charact er . In t h is case, Nat alia is in a good m ood 
unt i l  she get s a t ext  f rom  her  f r iend Rosa who want s her  t o go t o a 
par t y know ing t hat  Nat alia doesn?t  really l ike par t ies which changes 
her  m od.

3(elem ent  2) This is where t he aut hor  is allow ing t he reader  t o read 
t he charact ers t hough and put  int o t heir  shoes. In t h is case, Nat alia 
has t hought s about  going t o t he par t y.
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